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12th Annual SCF Shoot and Fundraiser

On July 31st, 64 shooters flocked to Birds Landing in support of the Suisun Conservation Fund’s
(SCF) 12th Annual Fun Shoot and Social. After blowing some spider webs out of the shotgun bar-
rels with a round of 50 sporting clays, attendees were treated to a delicious steak lunch, raffle, and
auction. The shoot netted roughly $16,000 to support SRCD Marsh programs and activities.

Many thanks go to Jim Knoll, Gerry Shedden and the Wetland Construction staff for sponsoring and
preparing lunch, and to all the volunteers who helped make the day go smoothly. Our sincere
thanks go to the generous donors (listed below) and Suisun Marsh landowners who are the life
blood of this tremendously successful event. We look forward to seeing you next year.

Donors:

Al Renker, Bent Barrel Duck Club, Bill Brush, Bud Tonnesen, California Waterfowl Association,
Chris Stotka, Cliff Feldheim, Dan and Rick Cirillo, Darrel May, Ducks Unlimited, Frank Billeci, Fritz
Reid, Gary Cappelletti, Gerry Shedden, Goodyear Land Company, Herman Rowland, Jeff Kerry,
Jeff Mezzetta, Jim and Robert Bozek, Jim Knoll, Jim Waters, John Bessolo, Jim Eggert, John
Eggert, John Paulsen, John and Mike Telfer, Ken Del Monte, Ken Keeler, Kent Hansen, Joice Island
Mallard Farm, Matt Connelly, Mike Lewis, Orlando Rocha, Pete Smith, Potrero Hills Landfill, Ralph
and Judy Mori, Recology Hay Road, Rich Tesene, Steve Doughty, Scott Bohannon, Scott McLeod,
Somach Simmons & Dunn, Terry Connolly, Tom Aitcheson, Venoco Inc., Westervelt Ecological Ser-
vices, Wooden Valley Winery.

Waterfowl Season
2015-2016
Balance of State Zone

Ducks: October 24th, 2015 thru Janu-
ary 31st, 2016. 7 ducks in daily bag. 7
may be Mallards (2 hens), 2 Pintalil
(both can be hens), 2 Redheads, 2
Canvasback.

3 Scaup (November 7th-January 31st)
Possession: Triple the daily bag limit.

Geese: Concurrent with duck season.
25 geese in daily bag. Bag may in-
clude up to 15 white geese or up to 10
dark geese (small Canada geese,
large Canada geese, and white-fronts)
Possession: Triple the daily bag limit.

Early Canada Goose Season: Octo-
ber 3rd thru October 7th, 2015. Daily
Bag is 10 large Canada geese.

Late White-front and White Goose
Season: February 13th thru February
16th, 2016 Daily bag is 15 white
geese or up to 10 white-front geese.

Changes from 2015-2016 season:
-Increased Canvasback limit

-Junior hunt will be February 6th and
7th, 2016

This is a summary of the general
regulations for the Balance of State
zone. Please see special manage-
ment zone regulations for any spe-
cific area you may be hunting.

Drought Blamed For Decline In Duck

Population
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
completed its 2015 waterfowl breeding population survey.

The CDFW survey, which uses methodology approved by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), indicates the
total number of breeding ducks in California (all species
combined) has declined. Breeding mallards, the most nu-
merous duck species in the state, declined 27 percent from
2014.

The total number of breeding ducks is estimated at
315,580, compared to 448,750 last year. The estimated
breeding population of mallards is 173,865, a decrease
from 238,670 in 2014 (see Table 1, pg. 6). CDFW attributes
the decline to very low precipitation and poor habitat condi-
tions. Similar declines in breeding duck population esti-
mates have occurred in the past but recovered after habitat
conditions improved.

Mallards in flight.
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SRCDO6s public mee
held at 2 PM on the second
Wednesday of each month at the
Solano County Supervisors Chambers
675 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533

SRCD represents private landowners of the
Suisun Marsh at the Federal, State, and local
levels. lts historic goal has been to achieve a
water supply of adequate quality so that
preferred wetland habitat values will be
retained through appropriate management
practices. Through cooperation with
landowners and various agencies, SRCD
seeks to develop new programs aimed at
protecting and improving the Suisun Marsh for
future generations.
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Drought, Salt, and El Nino
Editorial By: Steve Chappell

September 30™ is the end of the California official “water year”.
The water year is a measure of time the State uses to evaluate
the annual the hydrological conditions of California. The area of
most interest to the Suisun Marsh is the index for the Sacra-
mento and San Joaquin Valley Rivers precipitation and runoff.
Water Year 2015 will be the fourth straight year of drought.
What is more troubling is that 8 of the last 9 water years in the
Sacramento Valley river system have been below normal, dry, or
critical. For the San Joaquin River system, 7 of the last 9 years
have been below normal, dry, or critical. As of August 10", the
major reservoirs in the Central Valley of California all range be-
tween 10% to 40% of capacity.

What will this mean for the wintering waterfowl and the Marsh?

1 Minimal-to-flooded wetland habitats in the Klamath Basin,
Sacramento Valley and 60% of annual water supply to the
Grasslands.

1 There will likely be very minimal fall decomposition water
in the Sacramento Valley rice country.

1 Higher than normal applied salinities in the Suisun Marsh
for initial flood up in early October. Keep your pond circu-
lation rates as high as possible to avoid elevated salinities
from evaporation. However brackish water is better than
no water.

The El Nino weather pattern often brings big storms and heavy
rains to California, except when it doesn’t. Will it show up this
winter? It is hard to say, but until then, we know this:

1 As a result of the drought conditions and elevated Suisun
Marsh salinities, DWR will be operating the Montezuma
Salinity Control Structure starting September 1% this year.
This will lower current channel water salinities, before
most clubs begin their fall flood up on October 1.

9 Suisun will be one of the only wetland areas in California

100% flooded and available for early season migrating
waterfowl by the opening day of waterfowl season.

1 Clubs should be preparing for a wet winter. Levee inspec-
tions and any needed repair must be completed this sum-
mer.

1 Purchase flood-fighting materials now: have sandbags,
visqueen on hand and store them in a dry rodent proof
container.

ngs

Q

It may be optimistic to speak of rain, but we need the water and
must be prepared in the event we get it. If the rain doesn’t come,
then the 2016 Marsh management recipe will call for early leach
cycles and hope for spring showers!
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stinkwort can cause dermatitis, it is important to wear appropriate protective clothing (long sleeves,
long pants, gloves) to minimize exposure to the irritating oils. Once in flower, stinkwort plants should
be bagged and removed from the site to prevent seeds from maturing and dispersing after the plants
have been cut and left on the soil surface. Mowing can provide partial control when conducted late in
the season. However, buds remaining on branches below the level of the mower may re-grow. Mow-
ing a second time can give improved control, especially when conducted after the soil has dried out
in mid- to late summer. In contrast, mowing too early, as is done on highways to reduce the threat of
grass fires, will favor stinkwort by removing competing annuals while this weed is still small and
lower than the mowing blades.

In experiments conducted at UC Davis, it was found that using broadleaf selective herbicides with
both pre- and early post-emergence activity was effective since stinkwort germinates throughout the
rainy season and it controlled both new germinants and young emerged seedlings. Herbicides were
applied to small germinated seedlings or young plants, however, the sticky oils on the foliage, espe-
cially on mature plants, made it difficult to control with post-emergence herbicides.

In the aforementioned tests, Glyphosate (Roundup Pro) at 1 quart product per acre was found to
give fairly good control of stinkwort. It should be noted that early-season application of glyphosate
also controlled competing vegetation and so allowed late-germinating stinkwort to thrive. Therefore,
glyphosate is best used later in the season as a post-emergence application.

If you have any questions or concerns about stinkwort, or would like verification of any plant that you
may suspect to be stinkwort before you undertake any management actions, please contact your
SRCD Water Manager.

(excerpted from California Agriculture, Volume 67, Number 2)

(UPDATE, cont. from pg. 3

SB 345 (Berryhill) i The Sport Fishing Stimulus Act of 2015

Coined the “Sport Fishing Stimulus Act of 2015”, the intent of SB 345 by Senator Tom Berryhill
(R/08-Oakdale) is to encourage more individuals to get involved in sport fishing in California.

The measure seamrowbd IAtwdSB 345 wil |l not be hag
SB 615 (Berryhill) i Groundwater Basin Adjudication

Originally introduced as a “spot bill”’, SB 615 — legislation by Senator Berryhill (R/08-Modesto) — was
amended on April 6th to propose that managed wetlands are exempt from costly and laborious
waste discharge requirements. Current law requires these lands to be subject to the same waste
discharge and monitoring requirements applied to agricultural and other lands. The potential costs
associated with implementing these requirements on these managed wetlands would likely result in
many of these important habitats being lost to other land uses.

SB 615 was set to be heard in Senate Environmental Quality Committee on April 29th, but the hearing
was canceled at the request of the author. SB
2016.
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(DECLINE, cont. from pg. 1

“Habitat conditions were poor the last three years in both northeastern California and the Central
Valley and the production of young ducks was reduced as a result, so a lower breeding population
was expected in 2015,” said CDFW’s Waterfowl Program Environmental Scientist Melanie Weaver.
“We would expect another low year of duck production from these two important areas in California
in 2015. However, habitat conditions in northern breeding areas (Alaska and Canada) are reported
to be better than average.”

CDFW has conducted this survey using fixed-wing aircraft since 1948. The population estimates are
for the surveyed areas only, which include the maijority of the suitable duck nesting habitat in the
state. These areas include wetland and agricultural areas in northeastern California, the Central Val-
ley from Red Bluff to Bakersfield, and the Suisun Marsh. The complete Breeding Population Survey
Report is available at www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/waterfowl/.

CDFW Suisun Marsh Waterfowl Breeding Population Survey
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Graph of results from CDFW Suisun Marsh Waterfowl Breeding Population Survey by species.

The maijority of California’s wintering duck population originates from breeding areas surveyed by
the USFWS in Alaska and Canada, and these results should are available at http://www.fws.gov/
birds/surveys-and-data/population-surveys.php. CDFW survey information, along with similar data
from other Pacific Flyway states, is used by the USFWS and the Pacific Flyway Council when set-
ting hunting regulations for the Pacific Flyway states, including California.

Specifically for the Suisun Marsh, CDFW has provided numbers from the Marsh Waterfowl Breeding
Survey which show (see graph above) that while mallard and cinnamon teal numbers are up slightly
this year (9,704 and 1,594 respectively), gadwall (3,103) and northern shoveler (913) are both down
from the previous year. The survey indicated that pintail numbers rose to 411 breeding pairs from
zero in 2013 and 2014.

Hunting Related Legislation
California Legislature 2015 Summer Recess Update
By: Gaines & Associates

AB 290 (Bigelow) i Wild Pig Management

AB 290, legislation by Assembly Member Frank Bigelow (R/05-O’Neals), is intended to address the
problem of wild pigs and the damage they do to public and private lands throughout the state.

AB 290 i s ynewar @ bitlwlo and will not be heard un
AB 395 (Gallagher) i Repeal of Non-Lead Ammunition for Hunting

This straightforward legislation by freshman Assembly Member James Gallagher (R/03-Yuba City)
would repeal the requirement placed into law by the passage of AB 711 that non-lead ammunition
be used for all hunting statewide.

AB 395 will be heard in Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee early next year.

AB 462 (Grove) i Firearm Waiting Period

Current law requires a 10 day “waiting period” before an individual can obtain a firearm that they
have purchased. AB 462, was amended in late March to eliminate the 10-day waiting period for
those who are determined not to be prohibited from possessing, receiving, owning, or purchasing a
firearm, and who possess a firearm as confirmed by the Automated Firearms System (AFS), are au-
thorized to carry a concealed firearm, or who possess a valid Certificate of Eligibility and a firearm
as confirmed by the AFS.

AB 462 was scheduled to be heard Committee April 14th, but was pulled from the agenda by the
author. The bykebrdbsbnow andt wol | be heard ear

AB 499 (Cooley) i Archery Hunting: Concealed Firearms

Current law prohibits an individual who is archery hunting for deer from carrying a firearm, with the
exception of an active or retired peace officer. This bill would authorize a person with a conceal
carry permit to carry a firearm while archery hunting deer, as long as they do not attempt to take
deer with the firearm.

The measure passed off of the Assembly Floor on May 4th on a 78-0 vote. Once on the Senate
side, AB 499 was referred to the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee where it was
slated to be heard on June 9t h. However, the

i s nowyaafitwdill, and will be next heard i n &g

AB 665 (Frazier) i Local Regulation of Hunting and Fishing

AB 665, legislation by Assembly Member Jim Frazier (D/11-Oakley), would provide that the Fish &
Game Commission and DFW are the only entities that may adopt regulations regarding the taking or
possession of fish and game on any land or water within the state — in effect, prohibiting cities, coun-
ties and other jurisdictions from passing their own local ordinances that prohibit hunting or fishing
within their boundary.

The next scheduled stop for AB 665 is Senate Appropriations Committee, where it will have to be
heard and passed out of Committee on or before August 28th to remain viable in the 2015 Legisla-
tive Session.

(UPDATE, cont. on pg. 7
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2015 Fall Flood Program

For the 2015 Fall Flood Program the Solano County Mosquito Abatement District (SCMAD) will con-
tinue their 50% cost share for required mosquito abatement treatment to landowners meeting pro-
gram requirements. The SRCD is very appreciative of SCMAD’s continued partnership and desire to
reduce mosquito abatement costs to the landowner and ensure we can provide critical waterfowl
habitat.

Mike Gray of SCMAD anticipates mosquito production this year will be
much more than previous years due to the on-going drought and very
dry late summer conditions. SRCD encourages those landowners with
adequate water control to consider flooding selected areas earlier than
October 1, 2015. The goal of this action is to provide habitat for early
migrating waterfowl and waterfowl displaced from wetland areas out-
side the Marsh.

Our desire to benefit waterfowl is in direct conflict with SCMAD policy
encouraging landowners to delay flooding as long as possible so that _ _
shorter days with cooler temperatures can help minimize mosquito pro- Life cycle of a mosquito

duction and potential conflict with citizens in adjacent communities. If you wish to flood your property
earlier than October 1, you will still be eligible for the cost share program provided that you get prior
approval to flood from your SCMAD technician. If your property produces mosquitoes, must be
chemically treated, and you have followed the procedures outlined below, the following assistance
ratio will apply:

SCMAD i Will pay 50% of the Total Cost of Treatment
Landowner i Will pay 50% of the Total Cost of Treatment

The overall success of this program is dependent upon cooperation between landowners, SCMAD,
and SRCD. It is important that you follow the steps listed below in order to qualify for cost share as-
sistance:
1. Landowners must be current with SRCD Maintenance Permit and Program Support fees.
2. You must sign the 2015 waiver form and return it to SCMAD prior to initiation of flood-up.
3. SRCD and SCMAD must both be contacted at least 24 hours prior to opening any floodgates.
If you do not notify both SRCD and SCMAD, you will be ineligible to participate.

Landowners that do not take the steps above to help eliminate or reduce mosquito production will
be responsible for 100% of the cost of mosquito abatement on their property. If you have fol-
lowed the procedures above and still produce mosquitoes, you will receive an invoice from SRCD
for 50% of the total cost of abatement which must be paid to SRCD within 25 days of abatement. If
you do not pay the invoiced amount within 25 days, SCMAD will hold you responsible for 100% of
the cost of abatement.

Here are the contact numbers of the SCMAD technicians and the SRCD Water Managers:

SCMAD: SRCD:
Main Office: (707) 437-1116 Water Manager Office: (707) 426-2431

Greg Williams (707) 695-8101 Tim Edmunds (707) 639-6689
Gary Dula (707) 695-8103 Dean Podolsky (707) 631-0819
Mike Gray (707) 695-8102 4 Jeff Taylor (707) 639-6690

A New and Potentially Invasive Weed Found in Suisun Marsh

Stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens) is a Mediterranean native that has become a weed in areas of
Europe as well as in Australia. This strongly aromatic weed was first reported in California in 1984 in
Santa Clara County, and it has recently been found in the southern Suisun Marsh area during a field
survey conducted by the CDFW Vegetation Classification and Mapping Program.

Stinkwort is an erect, fall-flowering annual that can grow about 2.5 feet tall. Its foliage has sticky
glandular hairs covered in resin. The resin emits a strong aromatic odor that resembles the smell of
tarweeds. The flowerheads are 0.2 to 0.3 inch (5 to 7 millimeters) in diameter and consist of short
yellow ray flowers on the outer edge and yellow to reddish disk flowers in the center. It is not palat-
able to animals, and can be poisonous to livestock and cause contact allergic dermatitis in humans.
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Stinkwort (A) is a late-season winter annual. The aromatic leaves (B) have sticky hairs covered in resin. Flowering (C) occurs late in
summer, in response to day length.

In its native range and some introduced regions, stinkwort inhabits riparian woodlands, margins of
tidal marshes, vernal pools and alluvial floodplains, although it has not yet invaded these wildland
areas in California. Stinkwort grows best on well-drained, sandy or gravelly soils and thrives in areas
with hot, dry summers but can also do well along the margins of wetlands. In addition, this plant tol-
erates a variety of soil types and survives under a range of soil conditions, temperatures and precipi-
tation regimes. When adequate moisture is available, stinkwort can even survive on saline soils.

Stinkwort has an unusual life cycle among annual plants: Unlike most summer or late-season winter
annuals, stinkwort flowers and produces seeds from September to December. Research conducted
by Rachel Brownsey at UC Davis has shown that germination is limited by soil moisture, rather than
soil temperature or low light conditions. When seeds germinate in winter, the plants remain as small
rosettes until mid-May. During late spring and summer, they develop into pyramid- or sphere-shaped
plants that superficially resemble Russian-thistle.

Mechanical control options can take advantage of the stinkwort root system, which is slow growing
and initially relatively shallow. Plants may be controlled by hoeing or pulling. However, because
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